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1.0 ISSUE 

1.1. To consider a grant recommendation under the Community Sports Facilities 
Grants programme.  

2.0 RECOMMENDATION 

2.1. Members are recommended to approve a grant of up to £11,400 to Littleport 
Leisure as set out in 4.1 

3.0 BACKGROUND 

3.1. The built leisure facility stock in East Cambridgeshire comprises the Hive (owned 
by ECDC and operated by GLL) and a number of other centres operated by local 
trusts and academies, which are self-financing, with user charges roughly covering 
their normal operating costs. The centres have historically received advisory 
support and modest grants from ECDC to support capital improvements and 
develop their services. 

3.2. The Community Sports Facilities grant programme has a budget up to £300,000 
over a three-year period (to March 2025). The expansion in funding opens up the 
scope of the scheme and presents an opportunity to upgrade facilities and develop 
services to meet contemporary standards. 

3.3. Partnership funding is requested of at least a third of the total cost of the 
project/proposal. 

3.4. A total of £230,600 was awarded in November 2022 to three facilities; Ross Peers 
Sports Centre (Soham) £179,500 for a full replacement of the sports hall roof; Ely 
Outdoor Sports Association £39,100 for the refurbishment of the toilet areas; 
Littleport Leisure £12,000 for the refurbishment of the sports hall floor.  

4.0 ARGUMENTS/CONCLUSION(S) 

4.1. Proposal: Redevelopment of second gym to support use from under-represented 
groups, Littleport Leisure Centre 

Anticipated Cost:  £17,000 

Partnership Funding   £5,600 

Grant recommended £11,400 
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4.2. The project has been developed by Littleport Leisure management team and 
committee via the knowledge of their customer base, customer feedback and 
needs of the local population to encourage physical activity and use of the centre 
from under-represented groups.  

4.3. Partnership funding will come from a funding application to Sport England Small 
grants but if unsuccessful via the Leisure Centre. 

4.4. The second gym area at the site currently consists of a metal framework, 
incorporating monkey bars, a boxing bag and minimal fitness equipment and is 
used by only a few members. The project will enable the purchase of a Dual 
Adjustable Pulley, Leg Curl Machine, Leg Extension Machine, Leg Press and 
Adjustable Benches along with several pieces of Cardio equipment, making 14 
workstations. The updated gym area will be used for targeted classes such as 
female only, disability groups and under 18s. Outside of scheduled classes it will 
be a safe place for people with less confidence to use away from the main gym 
area.  

4.5. Although East Cambridgeshire health index score is ranked highly in England 
there are areas that have dropped slightly such as physical health conditions and 
mental health (Office for National Statistics). Littleport is a targeted area through 
the Integrated Neighbourhood Board to improve the health of the community and 
this project can support targeted groups to access leisure facilities and take part 
in physical activity.  

4.6. Littleport Leisure has been used as a pilot site for a new scheme called Active for 
Health which is a programme supporting healthier weight through physical activity. 
The centre has been accommodating and open to change and trying new ideas to 
encourage participation from new user groups.  

4.7. This project will provide the opportunity to get more people active, improve health 
and wellbeing and increase membership at the leisure centre to support its 
sustainability.  

4.8. Support letters have been received from MS Society and St Georges Medical 
Surgery Social Prescriber evidencing the need. 

5.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS / EQUALITY IMPACT STATEMENT / CARBON 
IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

5.1. The proposed funding allocations fall within the existing budget. 

5.2. No equalities implications follow from these proposals. 

5.3. There are no direct positive or negative carbon impact implications for ECDC. 

6.0 APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 – Littleport Leisure application form. 

Background Documents: None. 
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