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Further to your information request FOI/EIR 23/24-356, please find your question and our response 
below. 
 
Request: 
  
The independence of scrutiny committees and audit committees has been identified in a number of Public 
Interest Reports as being an important factor in facilitating meaningful scrutiny and challenge within local 
authorities. 
 
If your local authority doesn’t not have an overview and scrutiny system please answer the following in 
relation to the committee within your councils which has audit responsibilities. 
 
If your local authority has an overview and scrutiny system please note that as audit committees are not 
formally treated as part of scrutiny it may be that they are treated differently in the council’s constitution 
and policies.  
 
Please confirm whether you are responding to this request in relation to scrutiny committees and/or audit 
committees.  
 
If your local authority has an overview and scrutiny committee system, please confirm how many 
committees (excluding audit) are part of that system?  
 
Policy on Selection & Appointment of Committee Chairs: Please provide the council’s current policy on 
selection and appointment of scrutiny committee chairs and audit committee chairs. Please either copy 
and paste the section of council policy relating to the selection of scrutiny and audit committee chairs or 
provide a link and details of the section/sub-section within the document where we can locate this 
information. 
 
Current Political Configuration of Committee Chairs/Conveners: Please provide a figure showing what 
percentage of current scrutiny and audit committee chairs (or conveners) are members of an opposition 
party to the main controlling party or controlling coalition. 
 
Response:  
East Cambridgeshire District Council doesn’t have an Overview and Scrutiny Committee but does have 
an Audit Committee.  The below link is from the Council’s Constitution that details the roll and make-up of 
the Audit Committee. 
Part 3 D Other & Joint Committees (eastcambs.gov.uk) 
 
This concludes your request FOI/EIR 23/24-356. 
 
If you disagree are unhappy with how we have dealt with your request in the first instance you may 
approach foi@eastcambs.gov.uk and request a review. A request for review must be made in no more 
than 40 working days from the date of this email. 
 
Should you remain dissatisfied with the outcome you have a right under s50 of the Freedom of 
Information Act to appeal against the decision by contacting the Information Commissioner, Wycliffe 
House, Water Lane, Wilmslow SK9 5AF. 

https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Part%203%20-%20Responsibility%20for%20Functions%20-%20D.%20Other%20%26%20Joint%20Committees%20REVISED%20AC.pdf

