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Further to your information request FOI/EIR 25/26-123, please find your question and our 
response below. 
 

Request:  
I would like to make a freedom of information request for any pre-application advice related to 
number 76, Fordham Road, Soham.  
 

Response:  
Pre-planning advice requests, unlike planning applications, are not subject to the normal 
reporting of plans.  
 
Pre-planning advice requests are provided to us voluntarily and we therefore refuse this 
request under the EIR exception stated below:  
a) Claim exception under Sections of the Act:  
Exception 12 (5)(f) Voluntary Provided Information  
b) State why the exception applies:  
(f) the interests of the person who provided the information where that person –  
(i) was not under, and could not have been put under, any legal obligation to supply it to 
that or any other public authority;  
(ii) did not supply it in circumstances such that that or any other public authority is 
entitled apart from these Regulations to disclose it; and  
(iii) has not consented to its disclosure;  
 
As these exceptions are qualified, we are obliged to outline the harm in disclosure and explain 
why we consider that the public interest in maintaining the exception outweighs the public 
interest in disclosure:  
• The central public interest in the exception being maintained, is that individuals and 
organisations should be able to seek advice from their planning authorities on a confidential 
basis.  
• A disclosure of the information prior to a formal application being received may result in 
objections being received to plans which have not been formally submitted, and potentially alert 
competitors to development plans within the area.  
 
We have taken guidance from the recent ICO decision notice: ic-319187-f0y9.pdf about the 
provision of pre-planning information. 
 
We therefore neither acknowledge nor deny any pre-application enquiries that we receive. 
 

 
 
This concludes your request FOI/EIR 25/26-123. 
 
If information has been refused, please treat this as a Refusal Notice for the purposes of the Act.  
 
If you disagree with our decision or are otherwise unhappy with how we have dealt with your 
request in the first instance you may approach foi@eastcambs.gov.uk and request a review. A 
request for review must be made in no more than 40 working days from the date of this email. 
 

https://ico.org.uk/media2/migrated/decision-notices/4031639/ic-319187-f0y9.pdf


 

Should you remain dissatisfied with the outcome you have a right under s50 of the Freedom of 
Information Act to appeal against the decision by contacting the Information Commissioner, 
Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow SK9 5AF. 


