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Further to your information request FOI/EIR 25/26-011, please find your question and our 
response below. 
 

Request:  
I am writing to request information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 relating to the 
council’s expenditure on management consultancy services, including services provided by the 
"Big Four" firms: PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC), Ernst & Young (EY), Deloitte, and KPMG. 
For the financial years 2022-23, 2023-24, and 2024-25, please provide the following 
information: 
 
1. Expenditure on the Big Four consultancies 

• Total amount spent with each of the following firms, broken down by financial year: PwC, 
EY, Deloitte, and KPMG. 

• The highest day rate paid to each of these firms in each financial year. 
 
2. Expenditure on other management consultants 

• Total amount spent on management consulting services excluding the Big Four, broken 
down by consultancy and financial year. 

• For each engagement, please include: 
o The name of the consultancy firm 
o The financial year of the expenditure 
o A brief description of the project or services provided (e.g. project title or internal 

reference) 
o The start and end dates of the engagement (or anticipated end date if ongoing) 
o The procurement route used (e.g. open competition, framework agreement, direct 

award) and the name of the procurement framework, if applicable 
 
3. Additional Information (if available without exceeding cost limits) 
If it is possible within the cost limit: 

• Please state the number of individual consultants provided by each firm for each 
engagement. 

• Please indicate whether any deliverables were produced (e.g. reports, action plans) and 
whether these are publicly available. 

• Please confirm whether any of the consultancy work covered tasks that would normally 
be performed by in-house council staff or roles that were vacant at the time. 

 
Response:  

1. 
• ECDC Use Ernst & Young LLP, the total spend broken down into financial years is: 

Row Labels Sum of Amount 
2022/23           328,453.63  
2023/24           446,743.30  
2024/25           279,225.00  
Grand Total      1,054,421.93  

 

• The fees for Ernst & Young are agreed annually, we don’t have a day rate  
 
 



 

2. We have only used one management consultant in the time period specified. 

• £9,823.62 

•  
o GCMP Ltd t/a Gilian Macinnes Associates 
o 2023/24 
o Planning Service Review 
o Start: 01/01/202 – End: 05/02/2024 
o Direct Award 

 
3.  

• 1 x consultants 

• Planning Service Review Report 

• No, this was expert advice that could not have been provided in-house council staff. 
 

 
This concludes your request FOI/EIR 25/26-011. 
 
If information has been refused, please treat this as a Refusal Notice for the purposes of the Act.  
 
If you disagree with our decision or are otherwise unhappy with how we have dealt with your 
request in the first instance you may approach foi@eastcambs.gov.uk and request a review. A 
request for review must be made in no more than 40 working days from the date of this email. 
 
Should you remain dissatisfied with the outcome you have a right under s50 of the Freedom of 
Information Act to appeal against the decision by contacting the Information Commissioner, 
Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow SK9 5AF. 
 

 

 

 


